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ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS 

CoC Conditions of Consent 

CEMP Construction Environmental Management Plan 

DP&E (NSW) Department of Planning and Environment 

EEC Endangered ecological community 

EMS Environmental Management Strategy 

EIS Environmental Impact Statement 

EPA Environment Protection Authority  

EPBC Act Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwth) 

LP Landscaping Plan (this document) 

NSW New South Wales 

MP Management Plan 

RMS Roads and Maritime Services 

SoC Statement of Commitment 

SWMP Soil and Water Management Plan 

The Proponent Lightsource BP 

The Project Wellington Solar Farm   

TfNSW Transport for New South Wales (formally RMS) 
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During construction, the site will be accessed off Goolma Road, approximately 4.6 km north of the 

intersection with the Mitchell Highway. Key road works for the Project will involve upgrading the 

intersection of Goolma Road and the site access point with a Basic Right Turn (BAR) and Basic Left Turn 

(BAL) treatment. 

The construction period will last for up to 12 months from the commencement of site establishment works 

and include a peak period of 6 months. Construction hours will be limited to Monday to Friday 7 am to 6 

pm, and Saturday 8 am to 1pm. 

The estimated Capital Investment Value of the Project is $270 million. 

The regional locality is shown in Figure 1-1 below. The project overview is shown in Appendix A.1. 
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Figure 1-1 Regional locality
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1.3 ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK  

The LP is part of the Lightsource BP’s environmental management framework for the Project, as described 

in the overall Environmental Management System (EMS). 

Used together, the EMS, LP and other sub-plans, TCPs, procedures and EWMS form management guides 

that clearly identify required environmental management actions for reference by Lightsource BP 

Infrastructure personnel and contractors. 

The review and document control processes for this plan are described in the EMS. 
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2 PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES 

2.1 PURPOSE 

The purpose of this is to ensure that landscaping is planned, established and maintained to mitigate the 

visual impact for nearby receivers and road users of the operational solar farm infrastructure.  

2.2 OBJECTIVES AND SCOPE 

Specifically, the LP aims to: 

• Ensure appropriate planning, controls and procedures are implemented during 

construction to facilitate the preparation and completion of landscape areas to be 

maintained during operation. 

• Ensure appropriate measures are implemented to address the CoC. 

• Ensure appropriate measures are implemented to comply with all relevant legislation and 

other requirements. 

2.3 TARGETS 

The following targets have been established for the management of the visual amenity impacts during 

construction and operation of the Project: 

• Ensure full compliance with the relevant legislative requirements, including conditions of 

approval. 

• Landowners satisfied with the planting provided for on their properties. 

• Effective screening of solar farm infrastructure within 3 years of commencement of 

construction. 
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Conditions of Consent Reference 

Following the Secretary’s approval, the Applicant must implement the landscaping 
plan. 

(15) The Applicant must: 

(a) Minimise the off-site visual impacts of the development, including the 
potential for any glare or reflection from the solar panels; 

(b) Ensure the visual appearance of all ancillary infrastructure (including paint 
colours) blends in as far as possible with the surrounding landscape; and  

(c) Not mount any advertising signs or logos on site, except where this is required 
for identification or safety purposes 

 

Section 6. 

3.1.4 Project Commitments 

Table 3-2 Project commitments outlined in the Response to Submissions and Modification Applications. 

Commitment  Reference 

Solar farm vegetation screening 

(a) A sparse vegetation screen, 1 -2 rows deep, would be established with 
reference to Proposed onsite screening.  

(b) The screen would be comprised of varying native species appropriate to the 
area and of varying height to soften not block the view of the site. 

(c) Breaks in the screen, reflecting natural breaks in existing remnants would be 
appropriate.  

(d) Planting should be undertaken as soon as practical in the construction process 
depending on the season, as it will take time for the plants to establish and 
become effective as a screen. Seasonal requirements for planting should also 
be considered. 

(e) The screen would be maintained for the operational life of the solar farm. 
Dead plants would be replaced. Pruning and weeding would be undertaken as 
required to maintain the screen’s visual amenity and effectiveness in breaking 
up views. 

Addressed in 
section 6 and 
Appendix C 

Residential receiver screening 

Establish plantings for receivers R2, R4 and R8, in consultation with landowners, based 
on the as-built views of the solar farm. 

Addressed in 
section 6 and 
Appendix B 

(a) Where feasible, underground rather than overhead power lines would be 
considered. 

(b) Where feasible, co‐location of powerlines would be undertaken to minimise 
the look of additional power poles. If additional poles are required, these 
would match existing pole design as much as possible. 

(c) The materials and colour of onsite infrastructure will, where practical, be non‐
reflective and in keeping with the materials and colouring of existing 
infrastructure or of a colour that will blend with the landscape. Where 
practical: 

i. Proposed new buildings will be non‐reflective and in 
eucalypt green, beige or muted brown. 

ii. Pole mounts will be non‐reflective. 

iii. Security fencing posts and wire would be non‐reflective; 
green or black rather than grey would reduce the industrial 
character of the fence.  

Addressed in 
section 6  
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Commitment  Reference 

(a) During construction, dust would be controlled in response to visual cues. 

(b) Areas of soil disturbed by the Project would be rehabilitated progressively or 
immediately post‐construction, reducing views of bare soil. 

(c) Ground cover would be maintained beneath the panels and within the site 
boundary, to break up views of the infrastructure from the side and back 
views. 

(d) Night lighting would be minimised to the maximum extent possible (i.e. 
manually operated safety lighting at main component locations). 

(e) Maintenance of ground cover beneath panels, to reduce dust. 

(f) Minimise traffic movements on unsealed tracks, to reduce dust. 

Not this plan.  

Addressed in 
Biodiversity 
Management Plan. 

(g) Night lighting would be minimised to the maximum extent possible (i.e. 
manually operated safety lighting at main component locations). 

Addressed in 
section 6 
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• 6 x Cadia Place Wuuluman NSW 

• 2 x Cadonia Drive Wuuluman NSW 

• 2 x Twelve Mile Road Wuuluman NSW 

• 1 x Bela Vista Lane Montefiores NSW 

• 1 x Cobbora Road Maryvale NSW 
 
Landowners were asked to respond within seven days of the letter. As of the 30th September 2019 only 
one of the 13 landowners responded to the consultation. His concern was that screen planting for 
landscaping may affect sightlines for motorists along Goolma Road, and at the intersection of Goolma 
Road and Twelve Mile Road. Lightsource BP assured the landowner that plantings had been designed in 
consultation with the TfNSW and Dubbo Regional Council and would be setback between 6m and 13.5 m 
of the road corridor, ensuring that appropriate sightlines would be provided. 

 

Landowner input The procedure to seek landowner input is provided in Appendix B. 
This plan will be updated following landowner consultation, to 
occur prior to construction. 

The concluded the landowners identified above. These receivers 
were identified as: 

• Having higher potential for visual impact in the EIS 
process. 

• Landowner indicated they were interested in screening 
during EIS consultation (Table 5.1). 

• Landowner within 1km of the Project. 

Transport for NSW (TfNSW) TfNSW have been consulted and provided high level comments. 
Refer to Appendix D.1. 

Council Dubbo Regional Council have been consulted and provided two sets 
of comments. Refer to Appendix D.2. 

NSW Department of Planning 
Industry and Environment (DPIE) 

This plan will be submitted to DPIE for approval prior to 
commencement of construction. 

 

  




