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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1. Background 

The Wellington North Solar Farm (‘The Project’) proposal site is located approximately 7 
kilometres (km) north east of Wellington, within the Dubbo Regional Local Government Area 
(LGA) (Figure 1-1). The Project includes the construction, operation and decommissioning of 
a photovoltaic (PV) solar farm and associated infrastructure that would produce up to 300 
Megawatts (MW) of electricity.  

In July 2020, Lightsource bp (‘The Proponent’) purchased the Wellington North Solar Farm 
from AGL. Lightsource bp is a global leader in the development, acquisition and long-term 
management of large-scale solar projects and smart energy solutions. The company is 
Europe’s largest developer and operator of utility-scale solar projects. Lightsource bp has 
commissioned 1.3 Gigawatt (GW) of solar capacity and manages approximately 2 GW of 
capacity under long-term operations and maintenance contracts. Lightsource bp has most 
recently commenced development of the Wellington Solar Farm located on land located 
south of the proposed Wellington North Solar Farm. 

1.1.1. Legislative context for this SSD amendment  

The proposal requires development consent under Part 4 of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act). The proposal is considered State Significant 
Development (SSD) as it is development for the purpose of electricity generating works with 
a capital cost of greater than $30 million (clause 20, Schedule 1 of the State Environmental 
Planning Policy (State and Regional Development) 2011). 

An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) was prepared by NGH Environmental (NGH 
Environmental, 2018) on behalf of the proponent at the time and was submitted to NSW 
Department of Planning, Industry and Environment (DPIE). The EIS was placed on public 
exhibition from 22 August 2018 to 19 September 2018. During this period, submissions were 
invited from the local community, government agencies, interested parties and other 
stakeholders. DPIE received a total of 13 submissions during the exhibition period, including 
four from members of the public, two in objection and two in support, and nine submissions 
from government agencies. The Submissions Report (NGH Environmental, 2019) provides a 
response to all the issues and comments raised during the public exhibition. 

The Wellington North Solar Farm proposal remains generally as detailed in Section 4 of the 
EIS (NGH Environmental, 2018).  

This report is to supplement the amendments applied for in the Amendment Report (v3) 
submitted by NGH on behalf of AGL, dated 19 August 2019. Lightsource bp have made 
changes to the southern portion of the transmission line route, site access and transport 
route, construction compound location and number of construction personnel. These 
changes have been made in response to further detailed design.  
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1.2. Purpose of this report 

The purpose of this document is to describe any substantive changes made to the proposal 
since the public exhibition of the documents listed in Table 1-1. This Amendment Report 
provides an updated environmental assessment considering the changes. New measures of 
avoidance, management and mitigation are also outlined. 

Table 1-1 Environmental Assessment documentation lodged to date. 

Date Event/Document Reference document 

10 August 2018 Environmental Assessment 
(EIS) lodged with the 
Department of Planning, 
Industry and Environment 
(DPIE). 

NGH Environmental (2018) Wellington 
North Solar Farm Environmental Impact 
Statement V2.2. 

19 March 2019 Submissions Report lodged with 
DPIE. 

NGH Environmental (2019) Wellington 
North Solar Farm Submissions Report 
V1. 

19 August 2019 Amendment Report lodged with 
DPIE 

NGH Environmental (2019) Wellington 
North Solar Farm Amendment Report 
V3. 

 

1.3. Legislation 

This application is made under Clause 55 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment 
Regulation 2000. This Amendment Report describes proposed changes to an SSD 
application that are considered to be substantially the same as the development described in 
the EIS. This report considers whether the proposed amendments are comparable to the 
development described within the EIS, specifically relating to:  

 Development size, scale and footprint. 
 Intensity, including existing developments. 
 Use of the land. 
 Project life and hours of operation. 
 Extent, duration and severity of impacts. 

 
The proposed safeguards and mitigation measures described in the EIS and the few 
additional measures outlined in this report would enable impacts to be either avoided, 
minimised or appropriately managed.
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Figure 1-1 Locality map.
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2. PROPOSED AMENDMENT 

The Wellington North Solar Farm proposal remains generally as detailed in Section 4 of the EIS 
(NGH Environmental, 2018), and the Amendment Report (v3) (NGH 2019). However, four changes 
are now proposed and are detailed in this section. 

The Proponent has made the following changes to the proposal: 

 Transmission line route (Section 2.1). 
 Site access and transport route (Section 2.2). 
 Relocation of laydown (construction compound) (Section 2.3). 
 Construction personnel (Section 2.4). 

The amendments are considered to result in a development that would be substantially the same 
as the development described in the EIS. The justification for the amendments is provided within 
Section 2.5 of this report. Updated consultation and assessment are provided in Section 2.6 and 
Section 3. 

2.1. Transmission line Route 

Two options for the development of the transmission line were described in the EIS, these were 
superseded by the ‘new eastern transmission line’ as described in the first Amendment Report 
(NGH, 2019). Lightsource bp has now proposed a change to this transmission line option. The 
justification for this is provided within Section 2.5 of this report. For this Amendment Report, the 
updated location for the transmission line relates to the southern portion of the transmission 
corridor, located within Lot 32 DP622471. The changes can be seen in the updated proposal layout 
and constraints map provided in Figure 2-1 and Figure 2-2. This portion is located between Twelve 
Mile Road and the Wellington Substation. The options for this portion include two overhead and/or 
underground routes for the 330kV transmission line (refer to Option A and Option B in Figure 2-1). 

The transmission line would occur within: 

 Lot 106, DP 2987 
 Lot 73, DP 750760 
 Lot 2, DP 1053234 
 Lot 32, DP 622471 
 Lot 1, DP1226751 
 Lot 1, DP 1249719 
 Lot 7, DP 810725 

Near TransGrid’s Wellington Substation the proposed new eastern transmission line may need to 
be located underground for a portion of the route, in order to avoid the relocation of existing 
transmission lines located within the proposed transmission line corridor (refer to Figure 2-1).  

Consistent with the previous amendment:  

 The final alignment of the transmission line would have an easement up to 60m wide.  
 The transmission line would have a maximum development footprint of up to 15.48ha.  

For the proposed amendment, a 200m transmission line corridor to the east of the existing 
Wellington Substation was assessed to allow flexibility in selection of either an overhead or 
underground transmission line (Option A and Option B). This was undertaken to identify the most 
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appropriate route within the study area. The area of vegetation removed within the easement 
would be up to approximately 15.48ha (as determined in the revised BDAR-v2.4, NGH 2020b). The 
proposed amendment would not impact any additional receivers.  

As stated in the Amendment Report (NGH, 2019), the assessment of environmental impacts  
concluded the eastern transmission line was justified as it is the most feasible option. The 
investigations in this Amendment Report show there would be no substantive additional impacts or 
changes to mitigation strategies and would be consistent with the EIS. Updated investigations of 
impacts have been included in this report.  

2.2. Site access and transport route 

The EIS described the main vehicular access route to the Project site as being from Campbells 
Lane via Cobbora Road. Lightsource bp now proposes to access the Project site from the south via 
the Mitchell Highway and Goolma Road. Three site access options were described and assessed 
in the EIS and previous Amendment Report. The Proponent has now committed that all 
construction and operational site access would be via a single access point off Goolma Road. 
These changes can be seen in the updated proposal layout provided in Figure 2-1 and transport 
route map provided in Figure 2-3 and the justification for this is provided within Section 2.5 this 
report. 

2.2.1. Site access 

The EIS described three vehicular access points (refer to Traffic Impact Assessment (GHD, 2018) 
(Appendix K of the EIS).  

All construction and operational site access would now be via Goolma Road at the driveway of the 
associated landowner (previous Access Point 3), refer to Figure 2-1. 

Access off Goolma Road at the existing Soil Conservation facility (Access Point 2) and Campbells 
Lane (Access Point 1) are no longer proposed for access during any stages of the Project including 
construction, operation or decommissioning.  

The updated Traffic Impact Assessment is summarised in Section 3.4 and provided in Appendix E. 

2.2.2. Transport route 

The EIS proposed the main transport route for construction materials would utilise Cobbora Road 
via the Golden Highway or the Mitchell Highway. Under this proposed amendment, all construction 
and operational access would be from the south via the Mitchell Highway and Goolma Road at the 
existing landowners driveway. The impacts of this change have been assessed in the updated 
Traffic Impact Assessment (GHD, 2020). The updated Traffic Impact Assessment is summarised in 
Section 3.4 and provided in Appendix E. 

In response to Roads and Maritime Services (now Transport for NSW; TfNSW) submission for the 
EIS, the Proponent has now committed, as part of this proposed amendment, that all construction 
and operational site access would be via Goolma Road at the existing landowners driveway, 
including all heavy vehicle access. This site access option would require a short auxiliary left turn 
lane (AUL(S)) and a Basic Right Turn (BAR) treatment from Goolma Road onto the site.  
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2.3. Construction compound relocation 

In the EIS there was a construction compound located near the construction site access point on 
Campbells Lane (Access Point 1). Given the proposed changes to the construction site access 
point, the Proponent now propose to relocate that construction compound to the entrance of the 
proposed new site access point on Goolma Road (Access Point 3). The updated location of this 
construction compound can be seen in the updated proposal layout and constraints map provided 
in Figure 2-1 and Figure 2-2. 

The proposed location is still within the Development Footprint which was assessed in full in the 
EIS. As such, no further assessment of this change is included in the Amendment Report. 

2.4. Construction Personnel 

The EIS proposed up to 250 personnel would be required on site during peak construction. The 
Proponent now propose up to 400 personnel on site during peak construction.  



Amendment Report 
Wellington North Solar Farm 

NGH Pty Ltd | 20-483 - Final V1.1 | 7 

  

Figure 2-1 Updated proposal layout. 
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Figure 2-2 Updated constraints map 


