
 

 

 

  

Bryn Henllys Extension  

Statement of Community Involvement 

Proposed Solar Installation 

 

 

 

DOC REFERENCE: Bryn Henllys Extension SCI 
DATE: August 2019 



 

Statement of Community Involvement: Bryn Henllys Extension, SCI 

Project Reference: Bryn Henllys Extension 

1 

 

 

I. Executive Summary ........................................................................................................................ 2 

1. Introduction ................................................................................................................................... 3 

2. Engagement Strategy and Methods .............................................................................................. 4 

2.1 Information Leaflet ................................................................................................................ 4 

2.2 Public Notice and Press Release ............................................................................................ 4 

2.3 Briefings for MP, Councillors and Town/Community Councils .............................................. 5 

2.4 Community Information Event .............................................................................................. 5 

3. Summary of Feedback.................................................................................................................... 7 

4. Community Benefit ...................................................................................................................... 11 

5. Summary ...................................................................................................................................... 12 

Appendix A – Leaflet (English and Welsh Versions) ............................................................................ 13 

Appendix B – Public Notice .................................................................................................................. 15 

Appendix C – Press Release ................................................................................................................. 16 

Appendix D – Newspaper Articles ....................................................................................................... 17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lightsource BP 

7th Floor, 33 Holborn 

London 

EC1N 2HU 

 

Company Number 09494479 

 

  



 

Statement of Community Involvement: Bryn Henllys Extension, SCI 

Project Reference: Bryn Henllys Extension 

2 

 

I. Executive Summary 

Lightsource BP has undertaken a comprehensive pre-application engagement programme in order 

to proactively inform and engage with the local community and key stakeholders. A community 

Information Event took place on Thursday 1st August 2019 at Ystradowen Community Centre, 38 

New Rd, Cwmllynfell, Swansea SA9 2YY. 

 

Overall the process involved the following details: 

 

• Over 430 households and local businesses were directly informed of the proposal via a 

leaflet mailout (this included all households within approximately 1km radius of the site). 

• Many more were made aware through a newspaper advert in the South Wales Guardian on 

17th July 2019 and South Wales Evening Post on 18th July, and an article published on Solar 

Power Portal on 23rd July 2019 following our press release.  

• Key stakeholders including the newly elected MP, all Planning Committee Members and 

Group Leaders at Powys County Council, the Ward Councillor, Ystradgynlais Town Council 

and neighbouring Quarter Bach Town Council, Cwmllynfell Community Council and 

Ystalyfera Community Council have been contacted directly to ensure they are informed of 

the proposal. 

• Approximately 18 people attended our drop in Information Event. 

• Four feedback forms were completed at the Information Event, with all respondents 

supportive of the proposal.  

• Overall feedback received from the Information Event demonstrated support for the project 

from the local residents and Town/Community Councillors.  
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1. Introduction 

This Statement of Community Involvement summarises the pre-application engagement and 

consultation Lightsource BP has conducted through extensive political and stakeholder engagement 

for the proposed Bryn Henllys Extension Solar Installation.  
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2. Engagement Strategy and Methods 

The aim of the engagement programme has been to inform and engage with the local community 

and stakeholders, in order to ensure local people are aware of the proposal and have the chance to 

find out more and express their views. 

 

Our key objectives were to: 

• Ensure the local community and key stakeholders were informed of the proposal; 

• Ensure that accurate information about the proposal and solar energy generation was 

provided; 

• Provide information in a number of formats (leaflets, information boards, videos); 

• Answer queries regarding the proposal specifically, and solar technology more generally; 

• Provide an opportunity for the local community and stakeholders to provide their opinions 

about the proposal; and 

• Take on board feedback from the local community in finalising our proposal. 

A range of methods have been employed to engage with key stakeholders and the local 

community. 

 

2.1 Information Leaflet 

Two four-page leaflets (one in English and one in Welsh) providing information on the proposal and 

our upcoming Information Event was mailed to over 430 local residents and businesses, being all of 

the addresses within approximately 1km radius of the Site, on Monday 22nd July 2019.  

 

Copies and personal invitations to our drop-in event were also sent all Planning Committee 

Members and Group Leaders at Powys County Council, the Ward Councillor, Ystradgynlais Town 

Council, and neighbouring Quarter Bach Town Council, Cwmllynfell Community Council and 

Ystalyfera Community Council. 

 

The leaflets introduced the proposal and publicised the upcoming community Information Event. 

The leaflets also provided details on how to contact our team for further information. A copy of the 

information leaflet is included in Appendix A. 

 

2.2 Public Notice and Press Release 

A public notice was placed in the 17th July 2019 edition of the South Wales Guardian and 18th July 

edition of the South Wales Evening Post inviting people to the upcoming Information Event. A copy 

of the public notice is provided in Appendix B. 
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We also sent out a press release in advance of the community Information Event in order to 

maximise awareness of the proposal and details for the drop-in Information Event. A copy of the 

Press Release is provided in Appendix C.  

 

An article was published online at Solar Power Portal on 23rd July 2019. A copy of the article is 

provided in Appendix D. 

2.3 Briefings for MP, Councillors and Town/Community Councils 

Contact was made with the Planning Committee Members and Group Leaders at Powys County 

Council, Ward Councillor, Ystradgynlais Town Council, and neighbouring Quarter Bach Town 

Council, Cwmllynfell Community Council and Ystalyfera Community Council mid July 2019 to advise 

of the proposal. As the constituency was subject to a by-election, there was not a Member of 

Parliament to engage with or invite to the event. Lightsource BP will be sending a letter to the new 

Member of Parliament Jane Dodds, to inform her on the proposal.  

 

On 17th July 2019 copies of the Information Leaflets, along with invitations to the Information Event 

were sent to all of the above. Follow up emails and phone calls were made to encourage 

attendance, therefore allowing Lightsource BP to answer questions and explain the proposal in 

detail. In particular, to those Councillors who were interested but could not attend the event. 

During the phone calls, Planning Committee Members were asked if they would welcome a 

separate pre-application discussion, at another date and time; however, Councillors did not express 

a desire to take up this offer. 

 

In total 10 Councillors attended the event on Thursday 1st August 2019, including the Site’s Ward 

Councillor, and seven Town Councillors who represented either Ystradgynlais Town Council or 

neighbouring Quarter Bach Town Council. 

 

Lightsource BP are currently in discussions with Ystradgynlais Town Council about the prospect of 

holding a second community drop-in Information Event in Cwm Twrch. The MP and Councillors will 

also be informed of any future Information Event. 

 

2.4 Community Information Event 

In order to engage with the local community and key stakeholders, to inform them of our intended 

plans and gain feedback on our proposal, we organised a community drop-in Information Event. 

This was held at the Ystradowen Community Centre, 38 New Rd, Cwmllynfell, Swansea SA9 2YY on 

Thursday 1st August 2019. This location was selected based on its close proximity to the proposed 

site boundary.  

 

The information event was held between 3.30pm – 6pm for Councillors, Town/Community Council 

members and members of the Public. 
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At the information event the following information was available: 

• Display boards (in English and Welsh) provided information about the proposal, the site and 

solar technology, these included an indicative layout, location maps and photomontages; 

• Information covering solar PV, the biodiversity enhancements seen at existing solar 

installations, and agricultural co-use options; 

• A TV showing a montage of videoclips on various aspects of solar PV and solar 

developments; and 

• Feedback forms. 

Representatives from Lightsource BP (one being first language Welsh speaker) and Instinctif 

Partners (engaged on behalf of Lightsource BP to provide stakeholder engagement support), all 

with a variety of technical backgrounds were available throughout the drop-in event to provide 

information and answer questions, as well as take note of any concerns raised.  

 

Approximately 18 people attended the drop-in Information Event, 10 were Councillors and 8 were 

members of the public (based on verbal discussions and on the addresses given on the feedback 

forms). 

 

   

  
 Photos from the Information Event 
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3. Summary of Feedback 

Following the leaflet mail out and community information event we received 4 completed feedback 

forms. Lightsource BP representatives at the community engagement event also took note of 

matters and concerns raised during conversations with attendees and this feedback was collated 

following the Event. 

 

All completed feedback forms expressed support for the proposal. This overall positive response 

was very much reflective of the majority of individual discussions and verbal feedback from the 

attendees at the Information Event.   

 

The following table details the matters raised by those we have engaged with, and our responses to 

those matters. 
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Table 1: Summary of Feedback 

TOPIC COMMENTS RECEIVED ON 

FEEDBACK FORMS 

VERBAL AND EMAIL FEEDBACK COMMENT ON FEEDBACK 

GENERAL 

FEEBBACK ON 

PROPOSAL 

• Proposal is a win-win for the 

environment 

• Generally positive for the 

proposal, where pathways are 

maintained 

• Most interested in renewable 

projects and a supporter of 

solar development  

• Good use of contaminated 

land 

• Good to see a previous open 

cast mine site being used for 

the generation of clean, 

renewable, solar energy.  

• Overall feedback has been 

very positive about the 

proposal 

Lightsource BP are pleased with the turnout from the event, in 

particular from the Ward Member and Town/Community 

Council members. 

PUBLIC RIGHTS 

OF WAY 

• Protection of free passage of 

recognised public rights of 

ways.  

 

• Continued access of public 

rights of way  

• Concerns raised on missing 

details of some public rights 

of way on the information 

leaflet. The legal agreement 

of these 

The solar farm layout is designed to ensure all existing rights of 

ways are kept free of infrastructure, have appropriate setbacks 

and remain clear for free passage. 

With regards to the missing details of some of the rights of way 

on the information leaflet, the source relied on when issuing 

the Information Leaflets was Ordnance Survey. The details 

brought to our attention by the Ward Member have been 

noted and will be accounted for going forward.   

VIEWS INTO 

THE PROPOSED 

SITE 

• No concerns raised about 

visual impact on the feedback 

forms.  

• Two members of the public 

raised concerns in relation 

to the negative visual 

impact the proposed site 

would have on their 

property.  

The Lightsource BP representative spoke with the two 

members of public at the Information Event to understand and 

work to address their concerns. A number of mitigation 

measures were offered by the Lightsource BP representative, 

which included: 
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- The potential removal/relocation of panels from certain 

fields/areas within the proposed planning red line 

boundary; 

- Additional landscaping screening to be added within 

the preliminary landscape plan, and; 

- Offsite landscape screening i.e. new planting offered to 

be implemented within the member of public’s 

property landownership boundary. 

02/08/19: The day following the Information Event, an email 

was sent to the member of public. The email set out that in 

order to confirm the requirement of the above, that a 

Landscape Consultant would be required to take photos from 

the property to fully understand the potential impact and to 

confirm if any of the above mitigation measures would be 

affective in minimising the potential impact.  

09/08/19: A response was received requesting Lightsource BP 

make contact later in the year, to evaluate the potential visual 

impact during the winter months.  

12/08/19: The Lightsource BP representative confirm this 

request could be met however that an assessment be carried 

out at stage to ensure any changes/mitigation can be included 

in the planning application prior to the application being 

submitted to Powys County Council.  

No further correspondence was received at the time of 

completing this document. 

LANDSCAPING •  • Importance retaining trees 

and hedges and additional 

Accompanying this application is a detailed Landscape and 

Visual Impact Assessment, Detailed Landscape Proposal and 

Aboricultural Impact Assessment. All trees and hedges will be 
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landscaping around the site 

was raised 

retained as part of the proposal/layout design. The Detailed 

Landscape Proposal includes a 5m tree belt planting along the 

northern boundary of the proposed site, hedgerow and 

hedgerow reinforcement planting along the eastern and 

southern boundaries of the proposed site. The site already 

benefits from existing woodland and hedgerows along the 

majority of the site boundaries.  

LOCATION OF 

THE 

COMMUNITY 

CONSULTATION 

 The location of the engagement 

event was queried by some 

councillors, given that it was in 

neighbouring Quarter Bach 

Community Council area and 

not Ystradgynlais Community 

Council area.  

Lightsource BP are currently in discussions with Ystradgynlais 

Town Council about the prospect of holding a second 

community drop-in Information Event in Cwm Twrch.  

RENEWABLE 

ENERGY 

BENEFITS 

 A number of the attendees 

commented on the benefits of 

the renewable energy 

contribution.  

The generation of renewable energy is supported at a national 

scale in policy and legal commitments to achieve a reduction in 

carbon emissions. 
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4. Community Benefit 

It is Lightsource BP’s position that local communities hosting major renewable energy 

developments should be recognised for their contribution to meeting our country’s need for 

secure, ‘home-grown’, cleaner forms of energy and that the communities in which we operate 

should directly benefit from hosting the Development. Lightsource BP are currently in discussions 

with Ystradgynlais Town Council about the distribution of a community benefit fund.  
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5. Summary 

The community engagement process has allowed Lightsource BP to inform the local community of 

our proposal at Bryn Henllys Extension, and to gain feedback, thus enabling due consideration to be 

given to matters of importance to the local community. 

 

We have responded to the feedback received in a number of ways including responding directly to 

queries in meetings with Town/Community Councillors and at the Information Event and 

addressing issues raised through the Design and Access Statement and accompanying technical 

assessments.  

 

Lightsource BP are currently in discussions with Ystradgynlais Town Council about the prospect of 

holding a second community drop-in Information Event in Cwm Twrch. 

 

Overall, the feedback from the community from the pre-application engagement programme has 

been largely positive.  
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Appendix A – Leaflet (English and Welsh Versions) 
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Appendix B – Public Notice 
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Appendix C – Press Release 
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Appendix D – Newspaper Articles 

 

 
 

 


