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e Australian Government

- Department of Climate Change, Energy,
the Environment and Water

b20ATAQILILINRYIIZFT RSOAEAAZY
Goulburn River Solar Farm, Merriwa, NSW (EPBC 2021/9102)

This decision is made under section 130(1) and 133(1) dinwe@onment Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation Act 199&PBC Act). Note that section 134(1A) of the EPBC Act also applies to this
approval. That provision provides, in general terms, that if the approval holder authorises another
person to undertake any part of the Action, the approval holder must take @adoreable steps to
ensure that the other person is informed of any conditions attached to this approval, and that the
other person complies with any such conditions.

Approved Action

Person to whomthe | jghtsource Development Services Australia Pty Ltd

approval is granted ACON: 623 301 799
(approval holder)

Action The construction, operation, and decommissioning of a lsape solar

farm and Battery Energy Storage System including road upgrade wo
28 km southwest of Merriwa, NSW, as varied by the

variation requestlated 6 February 2024EPBC Act referral 2021/9102]

Approval decision

Decision My decision on whether or not tapprove the taking of the Action for
the purposes of the controlling provision for the Action is as follows

Controlling Provision Decision

Listed threatened species and communities (section 18 a Approved
section 18A)

Period for which the  This approval has effect unfiD January 204.
approval has effect

Gonditions of The approval is subject to conditions under the EPBGa&hnexure A
approval

Person authorised to make decision

Name and position Kate Gowland
Branch Head
Environment AssessmenfSWACT
)/ ]

dgnature

Date of decision /7 October 2024

John Gorton BuildingKing Edward Terrace, Parkes ACT 2600 Australia 1
GPO Box 3090 Canberra ACT 2601 ABN: 63 573 932 849
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Note: Wordsand termsappearing irbold (excluding headings$jave the meaning assigned to them
at Part Cc¢ Definitions.

Part Ac Avoidance, mitigation, and compensation conditions

CLEARING LIMITS

1)

2)

3)

The approval holder must not:
a) clearoutside of theAction area
b) constructoutside of theAction area

To avoid and mitigate impacts fotected mattersas a result of the Action, thapproval
holder must notclearmore than

a) 494.43hectares (ha) oBoxGum Woodland
b) 42.46ha ofRegent Honeyeater habitat

C) 22.49ha ofPainted Honeyeater habitat
Note: AttachmentA contains the figures showing where timepacts to protected matters will occur.

If the approval holder detects the presence, where likely to be affected by the Action, of any
protected matteror the habitat of anyprotected matternot previously reported to the
departmentas part of the referral of this Action or in accordance with this condition, the
approval holder musnotify the departmentin writing of the presence and likely extent of any
protected matteror the habitat of anyprotected matternot previously reported to the
departmentwithin 10business daysf detecting the presnce of anyprotected matteror the
habitat of anyprotected matter not previously reported to thelepartment.

BIODIVERSITWANAGEMENT PLAN

4)

5)

To avoid and mitigate impacten protected mattersas a result of the Actionhe approval
holder must comply with condition Blof the NSW Approvalto the extent that it relates to
protected matters

The approval holder must implement tH&odiversityManagement Planequired by condition
B16 of theNSW Approvalas approved by thBSW Ranning Secretaryprior to the
commencement of the Actiorand continue to implement th8iodiversityManagement Plan
required by condition B16 of thdSW Approvalas approved by thBISW Ranning Secretary
until the completion of the Action
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OFFSETS

6) To compensate for impacts fwrotected mattersas a result of the Action, the approval holder
must comply with condition814 and B15%f the NSW Approvalto the extent thatthey relate
to protected matters

7) Within 20business daysf retiring the biodiversity creditsas required by conditio, the
approval holder must submit evidence to tHepartmentdemonstrating that thebiodiversity
creditshave beerretired in accordance with th&iSW Approval

Part B¢ Administrative conditions

REVISION OF ACTION MANAGEMENT PLANS

8) The approval holder must notify treeepartmentwithin 2 days osubmitting any request to
have a revised version afplanapproved by théd { 2t £ | y y A yiBthig{n&tifchtBrij | NB
the approval holder must provide the revised version of pfen to the departmentand specify
the proposedchangeslf a revised version @& planis approved by th&élSW Planning
Secretary within 5daysof the revisedplan being approved by thelISWPlanning Secretarythe
approval holder musprovide thedepartment with:

a) the version of the reviseglan approved by theNSW Planning Secretary

b) details of the comparison between the previous and most recently approved versions of
the plan, describing all changes, and

c) adetailed discussion describing any changes tdtren, including impactgp protected
matters which will, or will likely, occur as a result of implementing ¥leesion of the
revisedplan approved by theNSW Planning Secretary

Note: Condition8 is not intended to limit the operation of section 143A of tB®BC Aavhich allows the approval
holder to submit a revised action management plan, at any time, tdvitméster for approval.

SUBMISSION AND PUBLICATION OF PLANS

9) The approval holder must submit plansrequired by these conditions electronically to the
department. This includeplansrequired under any conditions of tHéSW Approvathat are
specified in these conditions.

10) Unless otherwise agreed to in writing by thenister, the approval holder must publish each
plan on thewebsite within 15business daysf the datethe planis approved byhe Minister or
by the NSW Planning Secretags required undeNSW Approvatonditions which must be
complied with in accordance with the&PBC Adpproval conditions.

11) The approval holder must keep plansrequired by these conditions published on twebsite
until the expiry date of this approval.

12) The approval holder is required to exclude or redsasitivebiodiversity data from plans
published on thevebsite or otherwise provided to a member of the publitsensitive
biodiversity datais excluded or redacted fromgan, the approval holder must notify the
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departmentin writing what exclusions and redactions have been made in the version published
on thewebsite.

MODIFICATIONS TO STATE OR TERRITORY APPROVAL

13) The approval holder must notify treepartmentin writing of any proposed change to tNSW
Approvalthat may relate toprotected matterswithin 2 business daysf formally proposing
such a change and withindusiness daysf becoming aware of any proposed change.

14) The approval holder must notify thdepartmentin writing of any change to theSWApproval
conditions that may relate tprotected matters within 5business daysf such a change to
conditions coming into effect. Such notification must include a copy of the chaxged
Approvalconditions showing what changes have been made.

COMMENCEMENT OF THE ACTION

15) The approval holder must notify thdepartment electronically of the date afommencement
of the Action, within 5business day$ollowingcommencement of the Action

16) The approval holder must nabmmence the Actiorater than 5 years after the date of this
approval decision.

COMPLIANCE RECORDS

17) The approval holder must maintain accurate and comptetapliance recordaind document
the procedure for recording and storimpmpliance records

18) If the department makes a request in writing, the approval holder must provide electronic
copies oftompliance recordso the departmentwithin the timeframe specified in the request.

Note: Compliance recordsnay be subject to audit by th@epartment, or by anindependent auditorin accordance
with section 458 of th&PBC Aciand/or be used to verify compliance with the conditions. Summaries of the results
of an audit may be published on theS LI NJi WeBsjftabxlirough the general media.

19) The approval holder must ensure that ampnitoring data, surveys, maps, and other spatial
and metadata required under the conditions of this approval are prepared in accordance with
the Guidelines for biological survey and mapped d&ammonwealth of Australia 2018, or as
otherwise specified by th¥linister in writing.

20) The approval holder must ensure that ampnitoring data, surveys, maps, and other spatial
and metadata required under the conditions of this approval are prepared in accordance with
the Guide to providing maps and boundary data for ER&@rojects Commonwealth of
Australia 2021, or as otherwise specified by khaister in writing.

21) The approval holder must submit allonitoring data, surveys, maps, other spatial and
metadata and all species occurrence record data (sightings and evidence of presence)
electronically to thedepartmentwithin 20 business daysf the next anniversary of the date of
this approval decisioaxcept where otherwise specified irnp#an.
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ANNUAL COMPLIANCE REPORTING

22) The approval holder must preparecampliance reportfor eachAnnual Compliance Report
period (ACR periojl

23) The approval holder must ensure eaadmpliance reportincludes:

24)

25)

26)

a)

b)

c)

d)

accurate and complete details of compliance and any-cempliance with:

i) each condition imposednderthe NSW Approvalif a condition attached to this
approval decision requires compliance with tiN&W Approvatondition,

i) each condition attached to this approval decision, and
i) all commitments made in eagbian,
a schedule of ajpflansin effect in relation to these conditions during tR&R period

accurate and complete details of how egalnwas implemented during thACR period
and

if anyincidentoccurred, accurate and complete details of eautident.

The approval holder must ensure eaabmpliance reportis completed to the satisfaction of the
Minister and is consistent with th@&nnual Compliance Report Guidelingdsmmonwealth of
Australia 2023.

The approval holder must, within 2fusiness day#$ollowing the endof eachACR periodin a
format that is easily accessible and downloadable, publish onvissite:

a)

b)

eachcompliance report and

a shapefileshowing altclearingof protected matters and their habitat, undertaken within
the ACR period

The approval holder must:

a)

b)

Exclude or redactensitivebiodiversity data from eachcompliance reportand shapefile
published on thevebsite or otherwise provided to a member of the public.

If sensitivebiodiversity datais excluded or redacted from a version afampliance report
published or otherwise provided to a member of the public, submit thechuthpliance
report to the departmentwithin 5 business daysf its publication on thevebsite and

notify the departmentin writing what exclusions and redactions have been made in the
version published on thevebsite or otherwise provided to a member of the public.

If sensitivebiodiversity datais excluded or redacted from a version cSteapefile
published or otherwise provided to a member of the public, submit theshdbefileto the
departmentwithin 5 business daysf its publication on thevebsite and notify the
departmentin writing what exclusions and redactions have been made in the version
published on thevebsite or otherwise provided to a member of the public.

Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water 5
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27) The approval holder must notify thdepartment electronically, within Business daysf each
date of publication that the&eompliance reporthas been published on theebsite. In this
notification, the approval holder must provide tldepartmentwith the web address for where
the compliance reportand relatedshapefileare published on thevebsite.

28) The approval holder must keep eacbmpliance reportand relatedshapefilepublished on the
website from the first date which thatompliance reportmust be published and until the
expiry date of this approval.

Note: Compliance reportsnay be published on th& S LJI NI WeBsitdi Q a

REPORTING NGDOMPLIANCE

29) The approval holder must notify thedepartment electronically, within 2usiness daysf
becoming aware of anycident. The approval holder must specify in each notification:

a) any condition or commitment made ingan which hasot been or may havenot been
complied with,

b) a short description of théncident, and
c) the location (if applicable, including @sdinates), date and time of thiecident.

30) The approval holder must provide to tlepartmentin writing, within 12business daysf
becoming aware of aimcident, the details of thatncident. The approval holder must specify:

a) all corrective measures and investigations which the approval holder has already taken in
respect of thancident,

b) the potential impacts of théncident,

c) the method and timing of any corrective measures that the approval holder proposes to
undertake to address thimcident, and

d) any variation of these conditions or revision glan that will be required to prevent
recurrence of thencidentand/or to address its consequences.

INDEPENDENT AUDIT

31) The approval holder must ensure that smlependent auditof compliance with the conditions
is conducted for evergudit period.

32) The approval holder must submit details of the proposetependent auditorand their
qualifications to thedepartmentwithin 10business day$ollowing the end of eachudit
period.

33) The approval holder must ensure the scope of eadependent auditis sufficient to
determine the compliance status for each condition of approval, and each commitment made in
eachplan.

Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water 6
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34) The approval holder must ensure the criteria for eautependent auditand the undertaking
of eachindependent auditare consistent with théndependent Auditand Audit Report
Guidelines

35) The approval holder must submit aadit report to the department for written agreement
from the departmentwithin 3 months following the end of eacudit period, or as otherwise
directed by theMinister in writing.

36) The approval holder must ensure eaaidit reportis completed to the satisfaction of the
Minister and is consistent with thendependent Audit and Audit Report Guidelines

37) The approval holder must publish eaabdit report on thewebsite, in a format that is easily
accessible and downloadable, within B0siness daysf the date thedepartmentagrees to
that audit report in writing.

38) The approval holder must notify treeepartmentwithin 5 business daysf the date theaudit
report is published on thevebsite. In this notification, the approval holder must provide the
departmentwith the web address for where theudit report is published on thavebsite.

39) The approval holder must keep eaahdit report published on thevebsite from the first date
which thataudit report must be published and until the expiry date of this approval.

COMPLETION OF THE ACTION

40) Within 20business daysfter the completion of the Action and, in any event, at least
20business daysefore this approval expires, the approval holder must notifydapartment
electronically of the date afompletion of the Actionand providecompletion data
Theapproval holder must submit any spatial data that compris@®pletion dataas a
shapefile

41) The approval holder must notify trdepartment electronically 6(usiness daygrior to the
expiry date of this approval, that the approval is due to expire.

Note: Section 145C of thEPBC Actntitles the approval holder to request an extension to the period of effect of this

approval.

Part C¢ Definitions

Words and terms appearing bold (excluding headings) have the meaning assigned to them in the

list below
Action areaor developmentfootprint meansthe location of the Action, represented in

- AttachmentA by the zoneenclosed by thdlacklineR S & A 3 Pdvaiofnient W
Footprint / Action AreQexcluding the green shaded area titletw S ¥ Impa& R
AvoidanceAread<Ii.e. the Solar Farraction area)and

- Attachment B Attachment CandAttachment Dby thezoneenclosed by the red line
RSaA3ayl §SR W5 S JGed hdR6&KIYWpgradehionladd).y i Q
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Annual Compliance Repoperiod or ACR periodneans each subsequent -t2onth period
following the date of this approval decision until the expiry date of this approval, unless
otherwise specified in writing by thidinister.

Audit period means each subsequefite-yearperiod following thecommencement of the
Action until the expiry date of this approval unless otherwise specified in writing by the
Minister.

Audit report means a written report of amdependent audit

Biodiversity creditameansthe unit of measure for offsets in accordance with Biediversity
Offsets Schemander theBiodiversity Conservation Act 20MSW).

Biodiversity datameans¥ 6 A 2 RA @S NB A (1 @ R I[Pdlity@mdcessing &n8h@riidh 6 SR A Y
BiodiversityData, Commonwealth of Australia 2024.

BoxGum Woodlandmeans theEPBC Adisted ecological community White Bdsellow Box
.fF1SteQa wSR DdzyY DNI aae 2 2 2TReldcafidd oBoyYGum5 S NRA 3SR
Woodlandidentified within theAction areais represented in the magat:

- Attachment Bby theblack hatchinglesignatedWhite Box- Yellow Box. f | { St @ Qa wS
Gum Grassy Woodland and Derived Native Grasal&@ EPBC A€tand

- AttachmentHby the yellow polygosRSa A 3y I 6 SR WOEGSYyd 2F 9t ./
¢Yelowbox. f I {1 Sfte@Qa wSR DdzY 222RflyRQ®

Business dalg means a day that is not a Saturdaysandaypr a public holiday ilNew South
Wales

Clear, clearedor clearingmeans the cutting down, felling, thinning, logging, removing, killing,
destroying, poisoning, ringbarking, uprooting, or burning of vegetatim includingany weed
or fire management specified in@an.

Commence the Actiolor commences the Actiomeans the first instance of any ite
clearing constructionor other physical activity associated with the Action, but does not include
minor physical disturbance necessary to:

Undertake preclearance surveys or monitoring progranrgluding building/road
dilapidation surveys, artefact survey and/or salvage, and overhead line safety marking.

- Install signage and/or fencing, so long as the signage and/or fencing is located where it
does notharm anyprotected matter.

- Protect environmental and property assets from fire, weeds, and feral animals,
including use of existing surface access tracks.

- Install temporary site facilities for persons undertaking-poenmencement activities
so long as these facilities are located where they dohawim any protected matter.

Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water 8
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- Undertake soil sampling or geotechnical investigations provided these cause only
minor physical disturbance, will nblarm anyprotected matterand are required in
advance of commencement of site works.

Commencement of the Actiomeans the date on which the approval holdemmences the
Action.

Completion datameans an environmental report and spatial data clearly detailing how the
conditions of this approval have been met.

Completion of the Actiormeans the date on which all activities associated with the approved
Action have permanently ceased and/or been completed.

Compliance recordmeans all documentation or other material in whatever form required to
demonstrate compliance with these conditions of approval (including compliance with

commitments made iplans) Ay GKS F LIINRZIFf K2f RSNDa Ll2aasSaa
F LILINR @1 f K2f RSNRA LI2gSNI G2 200GFAYy €t gFdz £ &

Compliance repormeans a written report of compliance with, and fulfilment of, these
conditions (including compliance with commitments madelans).

Construct Constructionmeans:

- the erection of a building or structure that is, or is to be, fixed to the ground and
wholly or partially fabricated osite,

- the alteration, maintenance, repair or demolition of any building or structure,

- any work which involves breaking of the ground (including pile driving) or bulk
earthworks,

- the laying of pipes and other prefabricated materials in the ground, and
- any associated excavation work.

Constructiondoes not include the installation of fences or signagethe exclusions listed for
the definition ofCommence the Action

Departmentmeans the Australian Government agency responsible for administering the
EPBQ\ct.

EPBC Aanheans theEnvironment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act ((G%9.

Harmmeans to cause any measurable direct or indirect disturbance or deleterious change as a
result of any activity associated with the Action.

Incidentmeans any

- eventwhich has the potential to, or doelarm any protected matter,

Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water 9
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- potential norcompliance with these conditions, including the administrative
requirements,

- actual noncompliance with these conditions, including the administrative
requirements,

- potential norcompliance with one or more commitment made iplan, and/or
- actual noncompliance with one or more commitment made iplan.

Independent auditmeans an audit, conducted by adependent auditor, of compliance with
and fulfilment of these conditions and the commitments madelans objectively evaluated
against the audit criteria developed by timlependent auditor, in accordance with the
Independent Audit and Audit Report Guidelines

Independent Audit and Audit Report Guidelineseansthe Environment Protection and
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 Independent Audit and Audit Report Guidelines
Commonwealth of Australia 2019

Independent auditormeans a person, or firm, who:

- does not have any individual, financial*, employment* or family affiliation or any
O2y ¥t A00GAy3a AyGSNBada ¢AiGK GKS ' O0lA2y> (KS
staff, representatives, or associated persons,

- has demonstrated experience in undertaking governmegulated environmental
compliance audits, and

- holds relevant professional qualifications and accreditations.
*Other than for the purpose of undertaking the role for which an independent person, or firm, is required.

Minister means the Australian Government Minister administering HRBC Acincluding any
delegate thereof.

Monitoring datameans the data required to be recorded under the conditions of this approval
includingsensitive biodiversity data

NSW Approvaimeans thedevelopmentconsent grantedor the Goulburn River Solar Farm
Project 5SEB83964533 by theNSW Planning Secretannder section 4.39 of the
Environmental Planning and Assessment1®39 (NSWn 22 August 20244 the time of this
approval, theNSW Approvatan be accessed on tiINSW Major Projects websitea the
following webpage addressww.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/majer
projects/projects/goulburrariver-solarfarm.

NSW Planning Secretargeans the Planning Secretary as defined inNIs¥V Approval.
Painted Honeyeatemeans theEPBC Adisted threatened specieGrantiella picta

PaintedHoneyeater habitatmeans any area which provides habitat for tPainted
Honeyeater Within theAction areg the extent ofPainted Honeyeater habitaidentified at the

Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water 1C
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time of this approval is represented Aitachment Goy thezones shaded dark green
RSaA3Iyl (i KBreyBox x¢WhiteyBox grassy open woodland on basalt hills in the
Merriwa region, upper Hunter Vallgy{ O 4 1§ SNBER ¢NBSa Qo

Planmeans any action management plan or strategy that the approval holder is required by
these conditions to implement.

Protected matter¥s means a matter protected under a controlling provision in Part 3 of the
EPBQ@\ctfor which this approval has effect.

Regent Honeyeatemeans theEPBC Adisted threatened specie&nthochaera phrygia

Regent Honeyeatehabitat means any area which provides habitat for fRegent Honeyeater
Within the Action areg the extent ofRegent Honeyeater habitatentified is represented in
the maps at

- AttachmentFby thezones shaded with black hatchidgsignated?wS3aSy i | 2y Se St
{LISOASE t2fted2yQs YR

- Attachmentlo @ GGKS T2ySa akKlIRSR 3INBSy RSardayl GSR

t2t2832yQ0

Retire, Retired, Retiringneans to retirebiodiversity creditsin accordance with the Biodiversity
Offset Scheme under thgiodiversity Conservation Act 2006SW), such that thieiodiversity
creditsare likefor-like and can no longer be bought or sold.

Sensitive biodiversity dataneansbiodiversity datawhich, if released, published or otherwise
exposed, may result inarmto the relevantprotected matteras a result of the intentional or
unintentional misuse of thabiodiversity data

Shapefilemeans location and attribute information about the Action provided in an Esri
shapefile format containing:

- YOEAKLMUI WYWOAKEUIY WoOROTFTU FAL Sax

- I YOLINEBY FAES gKAOK aLISOATASA GKS LINRe2SOiA

- Iy WOEYEQ YSOFRFIGEF FAES GKFIG RSaONROGSE (KS
purposes.

Websitemeans a set of related web pages located under a single domain name attributed to
the approval holder and available to the public.

Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water 11
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Attachments

A: Solar Farm action area
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B1l: Road Upgrade action ared of 9)
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B2: Road Upgradection area (2 of 9)
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B3: Road Upgrade action area (3 of 9)

OFFICIAL

150°825"E qmwslt

190°7'55'E

1:5,000

0 0.1 IS 0 3 Kilometres
Legend
—— Watercourse
— Road
Property Boundaries
=1 pevelopment Footprint
[ Waterbodies

150°810°E 150815"E

32*1335"S 32°13'30"S

lot 4% =

7463961

150820

lot3
746396

PEEE

150°940"E

Iot 10
750956,

321315"S

32°1320'sGDA2020

321325"S

FIGURE 3C

Variation action Development Footprint -
Public Road and Culvert (Wollara Road)

Image Source: ESRIBasemap (2023) Data source: NSWLPI (2023), NSW DSF| {2023), NPWS Estate (2023)

Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water

OFFICIAL

15



OFFICIAL

B4: Road Upgrade action area (4 of 9)
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C1: Road Upgrade action area (5 of 9)

150°11'40°E 150°11'45"E 150°1150"E 150°11'56"E 150°12E

150°12'5°E g&

150°1215°E

lot 237
750934,

lot 246
750934

1:5,000

GDA2020

0 0.1 020 netres 2010155 S
Legend
—— Watercourse
— Road

Property Boundaries FIGURE 4A

1 pevelopment Footprint
5 Waterbodies Variation action Development Footprint - Public Road
and Culvert (Bow Road to Bink Road)

Image Source: ESRI|Basemap (2023) Data source: NSWLP| (2023), NSW DSF| (2023); NPWS Estate (2023)

Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water 17
OFFICIAL



OFFICIAL

C2: Road Upgrade action area (6 of 9)

150°12°20'E 150°1225'E 150°1230"E 150°1235"E 150°12'40°E 150°12'45'E

lot217

750934

150°1255'E
lot216

750934

32920

lot235
750934 995"

lot 251
lot222 750934
750934

150°135"E
3
g
s}, % 32930"S
- mo 01 OZR?MQFSS 32°950"S 32945'S 32°940'S 32°935"S GDA2020
Legend
—— Watercourse
—— Road
Property Boundaries
1 pevelopment Footprint FIGURE 4B
Waterbodi — . . .
B St Variation action Development Footprint - Public Road

and Culvert (Bow Road to Bink Road)

Image Source: ESRIBasemap (2023) Data source: NSWLPI (2023), NSW DSFI (2023); NPWS Estate (2023 )

Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water 18
OFFICIAL



OFFICIAL

C3: Road Upgrade action area (7 of 9)
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C4: Road Upgradeaction area (8 of 9)
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D: Road Upgrade action area (9 of 9)
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E: Box Gum Woodland in Solar Farm action area
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F: Regent Honeyeater habitat in Solar Farm action area
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